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June 14, 2023

Re: AB 957 —opposed
Dear California Senators,

| am Dr. Laura Haynes, California psychologist, and Board Member and USA
Country Representative writing for the International Federation for
Therapeutic and Counselling Choice that serves professionals in California
and about 27 nations. We urge you to vote NO on AB 957.

AB 957 would take gender incongruent children away from parents because
of parents’ religious beliefs. This is overreach.

Governments that previously were world leaders in gender affirming
treatments are now moving away from that and prioritizing psychotherapy.
They are saying incongruent gender identity may reflect the temporary search
for identity typical of the developmental state of adolescence and may
subside. These children need their parents.

These governments are also saying young people who have psychiatric
conditions may be more predisposed to develop incongruent gender identity,
and they need psychiatric treatment, not gender treatment.

These governments include liberal and tolerant nations. They are Sweden,! 2 3
Finland,* England,> 6 7 Norway,8 France,® and ltaly,0, Australia, and New
Zealand,'" and they are growing. Health authorities in America and California
are outliers. Worldwide, there is not a professional consensus that supports
taking children away from religious parents for gender affirmation.

Under AB 957, politicians would place many religious California parents
under threat— Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, Mormon, Buddhist, and
more. California parents will not be happy with politicians who place them
under threat of taking away their children.

Don’t let AB 957 happen. Vote NO.
Sincerely, Laura Haynes, Ph.D., California Psychologist,

Board Member and USA Country Representative,
International Federation for Therapeutic and Counselling Choice ( )


http://iftcc.org
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