Scientists Find Emotional Experiences
Deeply Embedded In Brain Structures

Researchers Florin Dolcos, Kevin LaBar, and Roberto
Cabeza have recently published the results of a study com-
paring how the brain processes traumatic experiences or
memories of a first love more deeply in the brain than
other memories.

The scientists are on the faculty of the Center for Cognitive
Neurosciences, and their research was supported by the
National Institutes of Health.

The researchers began with what they called the “modula-
tion hypothesis,” which holds that the brain’s emotional
and memory centers interact to form emotional memo-
ries—and in the case of emotionally powerful events, may
then form what they call an “indelible emotional reso-
nance.”

These “emotional memories,” note the researchers, are
more strongly encoded in the brain than emotionally “neu-
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